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JCPS to fight state takeover 


Board votes unanimously to appeal, says it has 
functioned well under local decision-making 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


On the brink of losing power for up to 
three years in a state takeover of un- 
precedented size and scope, Kentucky’s 


largest school district will fight back. 
The Jefferson County Board of Edu- 
cation voted unanimously Tuesday 
night to appeal a recommendation 
handed down last month for Jefferson 
County Public Schools to be placed un- 
der state management — an arrange- 


What happens next? 


So what comes next in the possible 
state takeover of JCPS? We'll answer 
your questions live at 9 a.m. Wednes- 
day at courierjournal.com. 


ment that would strip the locally elected 
board of its power and bestow the state 
schools chief with ultimate authority 
over JCPS. 


“One of the things that is clear to us 
as a board is that we were elected 
through a democratic process,” JCPS 
board Chairwoman Diane Porter said 
ahead of the vote. “The second thing 
that is clear to the board is that we have 
been able to function well under local 
decision-making and that we would like 
to move forward with that.” 


See JCPS, Page 8A 


Copper & Kings program offers chance for students to tap into more career opportunities 
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The Ideal Bar- 
tender Program is 
a 15-week course 
is designed for 
students to learn 
the essentials of 
hospitality in a 
bar setting with 
focus on spirits 
education, cock- 
tail creation, and 
bartending skills 
and techniques. 
Learn more at 
www.ideal 
bartenderschool. 
com. 


Students in the 
Ideal Bartender 
Program leave the 
books behind and 
apply the 
knowledge during 
a class on the use 
of modifiers in 
creating syrups 
and bitters. MARTY 
PEARL/SPECIAL TO 
COURIER JOURNAL 
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Can bartending solve the low-wage crisis? 


Maggie Menderski 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The classroom was set with samplers 
of cordials and simple syrups. 

Eron Plevan had the group of aspiring 
bartenders taste through a series of sug- 
ar-heavy mixers flavored with grape- 
fruit, ginger and lavender. They’d al- 
ready been through a rigorous applica- 
tion process that cut more than 170 
hopefuls down to 14 in the “Ideal Bar- 
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Strategist: Extreme GOP positions on immigration 


may hurt their general election chances. 1B 
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tender Program” at Copper & Kings. 

This lesson on syrups was one of the 
final chapters in a free 15-week class de- 
signed to give lower income individuals 
a shot at a bartending career. 

The sweetest thing at the class, 
though, wasn’t in one of those syrup 
glasses. 

It was the sound coming from Yvette 
Allen’s phone. On the screen was a 
video of her teenage son singing opera, 
and the tone was nearly as pure as the 
proud mother’s beam. 


Study: Foundation overpaid Ramsey, others 


U of L organization doled out about $3.9 million in 
excess over seven years, a study has found. Metro, 3A 


He was just days away from graduat- 
ing high school and a few flips of the cal- 
endar from leaving home to study opera 
at Lawrence University in Appleton, 
Wisconsin. 

Allen was bracing for her own new 
chapter, too. She already had plans to 
use the free time that comes with being 
an empty nester to help her son with 
school, and the skills shed leave the 
Copper & Kings course with could set 
her up to pick up a third job. 

She already has a job as a paralegal 
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$295 LASIK 


Call Joffe MediCenter for your Free LASIK Exam 


and to see how you qualify for $295 LASIK 
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and another one in health care, but even 
so, she’s ready to take on more. 

“That’s the least that I can do is make 
it easy for him at college,” she said. “I 
want him to succeed.” 

A chance at more is what Joe Heron, 
the brandy distillery’s owner, was hop- 
ing to give the community when his 
company launched the free bartending 
school last year. Louisville is growing, 
he said, but it’s not taking everyone 


See BARTENDING, Page 5A 
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